
 

Ball State Post-Game Notes 
Ball State at Eastern Michigan (Sept. 21, 2013) 

 

 Ball State is now off to a 3-1 start for the third straight season. The last time the Cardinals started three straight 
seasons at least 3-1 came under coach Ray Louthen in 1963 (3-1), 1964 (4-0) and 1965 (4-0). 

 

 After opening with a touchdown Saturday, Ball State is now the only team in the country to score a touchdown 
on its opening drive in all four games so far this season. Ohio State had its streak snapped Saturday. East 
Carolina, which was off Saturday, and Baylor have scored opening-drive touchdowns in their first three games. 

 

 The Cardinals scored touchdowns on their first four drives Saturday. All four drives were six plays or fewer and 
took less than 2:30 off the clock. Two of the drives were only two plays and took a combined 56 seconds. 
 

 Ball State defeated Eastern Michigan for the third straight year and the eighth time in the past nine meetings 
between the teams. 

 

 The victory was Ball State’s sixth straight in Mid-American Conference play dating back to last year. Four of 
those wins have been on the road. 

 

 The Cardinals are now 6-2 in their past eight conference openers, including 3-0 under head coach Pete Lembo. 
 

 The 31-point margin of victory for Ball State was the largest for the Cardinals since a 45-14 victory over Northern 
Illinois on Nov. 5, 2008.  

 

 Ball State scored 51 points for the second time this season (also in the opener against Illinois State), giving the 
Cardinals two 50-point games in a single season for just the second time in program history and the first since 
1965. 

 

 Ball State’s 169 points this year are the most ever through the first four games of a season, surpassing the 166 
scored by the 2008 team that went on to finish the regular season 12-0. 

 

 With 317 yards passing, senior quarterback Keith Wenning set the school record for career 300-yard games with 
10. He was previously tied with Nate Davis (2006-08) with nine.  

 

 Wenning has now topped the 300-yard mark in all four games this season. He entered the game as one of four 
FBS quarterbacks in the country with 300 yards in each of his first three games. 

 

 Wenning tossed two touchdown passes on the day -- both to Jordan Williams -- to bring his career total to 66, 
just eight shy of the school record held by Nate Davis (2006-08). It was Wenning’s ninth straight game with 
multiple touchdown passes. 

 

 Wenning has now accounted for 11 touchdowns this year with nine through the air and two on the ground. 
 

 Junior running back Jahwan Edwards, who returned after a two-game injury absence, scored three touchdowns 
in the game. It was his sixth career multi-TD game and his school-record fourth game with three rushing scores. 

 



 Edwards moved into sole possession of fifth place on Ball State’s all-time list with 29 rushing touchdowns. 
Marcus Merriweather (1999-2002) holds the school record with 34. 

 

 Sophomore running back Horactio Banks ran 43 yards for his team-leading fifth touchdown of the season on Ball 
State’s second drive. It was the third rush of longer than 40 yards in the past two games for Banks. He now has 
nine career touchdowns. 

 

 Senior receiver Jamill Smith scored his first career rushing touchdown on a reverse late in the second quarter. 
Smith has now scored touchdowns receiving, passing and rushing in his Ball State career. 

 

 Junior receiver Willie Snead finished with nine catches for 175 yards, and sophomore receiver Jordan Williams 
added four grabs for 105 yards. It was the ninth time in school history Ball State had two 100-yard receivers in a 
game and the first time since the 2007 contest at Northern Illinois when Dante Love had 135 and Louis Johnson 
had 116. 

 

 With his nine catches, Snead moved into sixth place on Ball State’s career receptions list with 145. 
 

 Williams recorded his first career multi-touchdown game with his pair of scoring grabs in the first quarter. 
Williams, who scored his first collegiate touchdown in the season opener, now has three TD grabs on the year. 

 

 Junior defensive end Nick Miles blocked the extra point after Eastern Michigan’s first touchdown drive. It was 
the first blocked kick by the Cardinals this season and the ninth in Pete Lembo’s three seasons as the Ball State 
head coach. The team blocked four kicks in both 2011 and 2012. 

 

 Junior safety Brian Jones, who returned a fumble for a touchdown last week at North Texas, recovered two 
more fumbles Saturday. They were the third and fourth fumble recoveries of his career. Ball State, which 
entered the game ranked sixth in the nation in fumble recoveries, now has six recoveries in four games. 

 

 Jones and sophomore linebacker Ben Ingle were credited with the forced fumbles, the first of their careers. 
 

 Jones also had a career-high 11 tackles in the game, while Ingle led the Cardinals with a career-best 13 stops. 
 

 Ball State also had a pair of interceptions as freshman safety Martez Hester and senior defensive end Jonathan 
Newsome recorded the first picks of their careers. Both came with Eastern Michigan driving inside the Ball State 
25-yard line. 

 
 


